CO 

o 

CO 

o> 

CM 


(19) 


(12) 


(43) Date of publication: 

23.08.2000 Bulletin 2000/34 


(21 ) Application number: 00102832.3 

(22) Date of filing: 11.02.2000 


Europaisches Patentarrrt 
European Patent Office 
Off ice europeen des brevets (11) EP 1 029 806 A1 

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 

(51) int. CI. 7 : B65D 83/14 

2 0 JUL 2001 


(84) Designated Contracting States: 

(72) Inventor: Torresan, Paolo 

AT BE CH CY DE DK ES R FR GB GR IE IT LI LU 

38100Trento(IT) 

MCNLPTSE 

Designated Extension States: 

(74) Representative: Savi, Alberto 

ALLTLVMKRO SI 

c/o CON LOR SPA, 


Corso Porta Nuova, 3 

(30) Priority: 19.02.1999 IT VR990018 

37122 Verona (IT) 

(71) Applicant: 


NEW SPIRIT di Torresan Barbara S.a.s. & C. 


38100Trento (IT) 



(54) Method of tasting beverages by using an aerosol container 

(57) A new tasting system is proposed to taste bev- 
erages, in particular alcoholic drinks, through their neb- 
ulization in the oral cavity. 

In general, this new system makes use of a spray 
can (t) comprising a container such as a can or bottle 
and an upper atomizer. 

The beverage, which is preferably but not exclu- 
sively an alcoholic drink, is therefore sprayed out 
through a hole by pressing a piston. 

This particular type of spray distributor for bever- 
ages or the fike containing preferably alcohol is used to 
nebulize the drink inside the oral cavity by directing the 
spray jet towards the open mouth and pressing the pis- 
ton. 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention proposes a system for 
the tasting of beverages or the like, preferably alcoholic 
drinks, which comprises a distributing element suited in 5 
particular to spray the drink towards the oral cavity. 
[0002] The present system utilizes a container such 
as a can or bottle in which the beverage is contained 
and a spray element such as an atomizer. The manual 
pressure on the atomizer causes the emission of the io 
beverage spray towards the oral cavity. 
[0003] A system according to the present invention 
makes use of a spray can which belongs to the field of 
accessories for a personal use and consumption. How- 
ever, in this case the spray can has a new function since is 
it permits a tasting of a small quantity of a beverage, 
preferably an alcoholic drink, which is sprayed in the 
mouth. It is thus possible to completely enjoy both the 
quality and the aromatic properties of the drink. 
[0004] The present invention proposes therefore a 20 
new tasting system which permits to relish drinks neb- 
ulized in the oral cavity. 

[0005] It is known that many beverages, in particu- 
lar alcoholic drinks, contain different substances and 
different aromatic properties which are tasted by sipping 2s 
it from a glas. In this way, it is also possible to smell the 
drink itself. 

[0006] However, it has been found that this kind of 
tasting does not permit to futly enjoy both the flavour 
and the aroma of the drink because the sipped drink is 30 
swallowed in few instants and therefore the tasting 
action lasts only a very short time while it would be bet- 
ter to last more time. 

[0007] The only possibility is to repeat the tasting of 
the drink more times, which could give rise to undesira- 35 
ble effects and more or less serious inconveniences for 
health, especially in case of drinks with a high content of 
alcohol. 

[0008] The aim of the present invention is to provide 
a spray can for spraying beverages or the like, prefera- 40 
bly alcoholic drinks, which spray can permits the more 
or less alcoholic drink contained in the can or bottle to 
be nebulized, the sprays being directed towards the oral 
cavity. 

[0009] As described, this new tasting system offers 45 
the possibility of enjoying the aromatic properties of the 
drink as much as possible. 

[0010] A system according to the present invention 
permits to prolong the aromatic effects of the beverage 
without swallowing it and thus, this system limits the so 
undesirable effects for health, especially in case of bev- 
erages with a high content of alcohol, which could 
cause heavy damages for heatth. 
[0011] The above described particular functions 
and advantages are reached according to the present 55 
invention with a spraying system for spraying beverages 
or the like, preferably alcoholic drinks, characterized 
mainiy by the utilization of a container such as a can or 


a small bottle provided with an upper nebulizing ele- 
ment such as an atomizer or the like and by the fact that 
the said small bottle contains a beverage, preferably but 
not exclusively an alcoholic drink, which is sprayed in 
the oral cavity. 

[0012] Further characteristics and details of the 
present invention will result from the following descrip- 
tion, which is given as a non-exclusive example, with 
reference to the accompanying drawing wherein: 

Figure 1 shows a schematical side view of the spray 
bottle on the whole according to the present inven- 
tion; 

Figure 2 shows a schematic view of the spray bottle 
showing a possible use of the invention. 

[001 3] With reference to the accompanying figures, 
number 1 denotes a spraying element on the whole 
according to the present invention. 
[0014] The spraying element 1 is basically formed 
by a container such a small bottle 2 and an upper neb- 
ulizing element such as an atomizer 3 or other equiva- 
lent nebulizing means. The atomizer 3 is fixed on the 
upper part of the container, where there is the mouth of 
the bottle. 

[0015] The atomizer or nebulizer 3 may be fixed to 
the bottle 2 in different manners, for instance by riveting 
or screwing or other suitable system. The atomizer 3 is 
provided with an upper piston 4. If the piston is pressed 
with the finger, the liquid contained in the bottle is 
sprayed out of the bottle through a suitable side hole 5. 
[001 6] The characteristic of the present invention is 
represented by the fact that the container or bottle 2 
contains a beverage, preferably but not exclusively an 
alcoholic drink, which is sprayed out of the bottle 
through the hole 5 by pressing the piston 4. 
[001 7] This particular type of spray distribution of 
beverages or the like, preferably alcoholic drinks, is 
used according to the present invention to nebulize the 
drink inside the oral cavity by directing the hole 5 before 
the open mouth and pressing the piston 4 with the fin- 
ger. 

[001 8] The nebuiization of the alcoholic drink inside 
the oral cavity causes a complete homogeneous distri- 
bution of the sprayed beverage in the whole cavity. In 
this way, it is possible to taste the drink for more time 
thanks to the homogeneity of the distribution. In prac- 
tice, it is a kind of inhalation. 

[001 9] This new kind of tasting offers therefore the 
possibility of enjoying all the aromatic properties of the 
drink as much as possible. 

[0020] As said previously, a system according to the 
present invention permits to extend the aromatic effects 
of the beverage on avoiding the drink itself to be 
ingested. It is thus possible to limit all the indesirable 
effects and the inconveniences for health caused by the 
ingestion of the beverage, especially when the bever- 
ages have a high alcoholic content. 
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[0021] A technician of this field may make some 
variants and further possible applications of the present 
invention, which has been described and represented 
as an example, and find solutions to be considered as 
included in the scope of protection of the present inven- 5 
tion as defined by the following claims. 

Claims 

1 . A system for tasting beverages or the like, prefera- io 
bly alcoholic drinks, characterized mainly by an uti- 
lization of a spray can (2) provided with an upper 
nebulizing element such as an atomizer (3) or the 
like and by the fact that the said can or bottle con- 
tains a beverage, preferably but not exclusively an is 
alcoholic drink, which is sprayed in the oral cavity. 

2. A system for tasting beverages as claimed in claim 
1, characterized by the fact that the said atomizer 

(3) is fixed to the bottle (2) in different manners, for 20 
instance by riveting or screwing or other more suit- 
able system. 

3. A system for tasting beverages as claimed in the 
foregoing claims, characterized by the fact that the 25 
said atomizer (3) is provided with an upper piston 

(4) and if the piston is pressed with the finger, the 
liquid contained in the bottle is sprayed out of the 
bottle through a suitable side hole (5). 

30 

4. A system for tasting beverages as claimed in the 
foregoing claims, characterized by the fact that the 
container or small bottle (2) contains a beverage, 
preferably but not exclusively an alcoholic drink, 
which is sprayed out of the bottle through the said 35 
hole (5) by pressing the piston (4). 

5. A system for tasting beverages as claimed in the 
foregoing claims, characterized by the fact that this 
particular kind of spray distribution of beverages or 40 
the like, preferably alcoholic drinks, is used to neb- 
ulize the drink inside the oral cavity by directing the 
hole (5) before the open mouth and pressing the 
piston (4) with the finger. 

45 

6. A system for tasting beverages as claimed in the 
foregoing claims, characterized by the fact that the 
nebulization of the alcoholic drink inside the oral 
cavity causes a complete homogeneous distribu- 
tion of the sprayed beverage in the whole cavity on 50 
making possible a tasting of the drink for more time. 
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